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SUBJECT: 62D ECOSOC-PLENARY CONSIDERATION OF DECADE FOR WOMEN, 
ITEM 1 1 

REF: STATE 107749 

1 . ON MAY 12 ECOSOC CONSIDERED THE DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND 
DRAFT DECISIONS ON ITEM 11, DECADE FOR WOMEN, WHICH WERE 
RECOMMENDED BY THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT (E/5963). 

DRAFT RESOLUTIONS I, II. Ill, IV, V, VI AND DRAFT DE- 
CISION B WERE ADOPTED BY CONSENSUS. THE US CALLED FOR A 
VOTE ON DRAFT DECISION A (WHICH DEFERS CONSIDERATION OF 
RESOLUTIONS VII AND X OF THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF 
WOMEN) AND THE DECISION WAS ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 
30-13(US)-4. 

2. THE DELEGATE OF POLAND ANNOUNCED THAT HE WOULD NOT 
TABLE HIS AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION VI (MASS MEDIA) CALLING FOR A 
STUDY BY UNESCO RATHER THAN BY A SPECIAL RAPPORTUER. ALTHOUGH THE 
DELEGATE NOTED THAT HE WOULD NOT PRESS HIS AMENDMENT OUT 

OF "A SPIRIT OF COOPERATION," HE DID POINT OUT THAT IT WAS 
DEFEATED IN THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE BY ONLY ONE VOTE AND 
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HAD SUFFICIENT POTENTIAL SUPPORT TO HAVE BEEN ADOPTED 
IN PLENARY. THE POLISH DELEGATE ALSO EXPRESSED THE 
HOPE THAT THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR, WHEN APPOINTED, 

WOULD TAKE A BROAD APPROACH TO THE SUBJECT AND NOT LET 
HIS OR HER NATIVE CULTURE UNDULY INFLUENCE THE STUDY. 

THE DELEGATES OF NIGERIA AND JAMAICA ALSO WARED 
AGAINST THE DANGERS OF CULTURAL BIAS ON THE PART OF 
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THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR. 

3. IN VIEW OF THE POLISH STANDDOWN WE DID NOT INTRO- 
DUCE THE AMENDMENT TO PARA 5 OF RESOLUTION VI SUGGESTED 
REFTEL. ANY TEXTUAL CHANGES AT THAT POINT IN THE DE- 
LIBERATIONS WOULD HAVE JEOPARDIZED THE CONSENSUS ON THE 
SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR. 

LEONARD 
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